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HARVEY PINES � APPLICATION OF BIOSOLIDS 
Grievance 

MR M.J. COWPER (Murray-Wellington � Parliamentary Secretary) [9.54 am]: I rise on behalf of my 
constituents in the Murray-Wellington electorate, in particular those who live in the Waroona and Harvey shires. 
For members who do not know, one of the state�s largest pine plantations is located in my electorate. It is about 
20 kilometres long, north to south, virtually to the bottom end of the Peel estuary, and approximately two and a 
half kilometres wide. The Water Corporation, in conjunction with the Forest Products Commission, has been 
taking the biomass, biomaterial, biosolids, or whatever one wants to call it, from two metropolitan sewerage 
plants, namely, Beenyup and Woodman Point, and trucking it some 100 to 150 kilometres south to Harvey pines 
and depositing it in a big receptacle, loading it into a spreader machine and then spreading this biosolid on the 
pines. This is a practice that was first commenced in these pines on a trial basis in 2004.  
Last year, in July, I was approached by constituents from Lake Clifton in the Shire of Waroona, who alerted me 
to an issue that concerned them�that is, signs that started to appear at the entrance into the pines that read 
�Biohazard: Do Not Enter: May Be Harmful To Humans�. On a day that I had cause to be in Waroona, I spoke 
with the Waroona shire president and its CEO�at the time I think it was a gathering with the then Premier, the 
member for Willagee�and I asked whether the shire had any knowledge of this practice. They advised me that 
they did not. On that particular day, I proceeded down to the pines�it was a rainy day in the middle of July last 
year�and I observed the practice of taking the sludge from these sewage treatment plants and spreading it with 
no scientific application, but virtually flinging it up and down the rows of pine trees and all over the forest floor 
to fertilise the pines.  
I approached the then minister�the Minister for the Environment, David Templeman�and various other 
people. We then engaged in a consultation process with the Water Corporation, the scientists, and the people 
who live in that vicinity. For those members who do not know, that area comprises five-acre lifestyle blocks, and 
residents draw their water from the ground for domestic use. Also adjacent to the top third of the pines is the 
Yalgorup National Park. Members may be familiar with the Ramsar wetlands convention, which covers that 
location. The pines are built on a limestone and serpentine soil-type ridge. I am advised by scientists that this is a 
suitable application for that area. Last year when I became aware of this problem, I was concerned that there was 
very little consultation between the government agencies that embarked on this biomass application and the local 
residents. After several meetings, and after the scientists engaged in some rhetoric with the local people, the 
application of biomass continued, begrudgingly. However, it was acknowledged at the time by the Water 
Corporation and the Forest Products Commission that they had handled the matter poorly as they did not 
undertake a consultation process or let people in the vicinity know what was going on.  
Earlier this year I attended another impromptu meeting in the car park of the Lake Clifton Tavern and I was 
advised there would be another application of biomass. I assumed, wrongly�no-one should ever assume�that 
this application would continue in the Shire of Waroona. Earlier this year, residents were given notice�only 
four days� notice�via a letter drop to the letter boxes in and around the Harvey shire bordered by the forestry 
road and Myalup drain, which is an area of about 250 acres, virtually all of which is accessible by forestry roads 
that lead from Harvey along Old Coast Road to where the new Forrest highway will soon be completed, that 
biomass would be spread in the area. I attended a hastily convened meeting at Uduc Hall, as I was in the vicinity 
on that day. During the course of that meeting it was revealed by the scientists that it was only in the week before 
that they had been given the go-ahead to do the application in the southern end of the Harvey pines in the Harvey 
shire; hence the very poor interaction with the local community.  
The concerns remain the same. The southern end of the Harvey pines backs on to Lake Clifton, which is an area 
that provides people with their fresh produce. Broccoli, cabbage, potatoes, carrots and onions are all grown in 
that area. The proprietors of those horticulture farms are concerned about the nutrients flowing into their water 
sources and the capacity of pathogens and the various other things that can either be airborne or carried by 
insects or animals to contaminate their produce.  
There is also an equine industry in the area. Some of the biggest horse studs include Remlap Stud, owned by the 
Palmer Group; Evergreen Lodge; and Mickey Campbell at Bellbridge Park. They all back onto those Harvey 
pine plantations. I think the member for South Perth would be familiar with Machine Gun Tom, a horse that 
comes from Bellbridge Park and a Perth Cup winner. The equine industry has an issue with horsefly. I detailed a 
host of issues in a petition that I brought to this place this morning that need to be addressed. My main concern is 
that, notwithstanding the fact that I have raised this issue over a number of years, the Water Corporation has 
failed in its duty to engage the local community in a proper way, as promised last year, to alleviate people�s 
concerns.  

We have the Harvey brand. When people pick up their milk in the morning and pour it onto their cornflakes, 
they see a picture of Harvey Fresh milk and Bruno Italiano or others. It is a fantastic, iconic, locally owned brand 
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of Western Australia. The dumping of biosolids has the potential to damage the brand. I request that the Water 
Corporation cease the application of biosolids until such time as it is a safe and proper practice. If the Water 
Corporation cannot do that, it needs to find somewhere else. I note that the Water Corporation does not spread it 
on Kings Park or the Gnangara mound. Why is it doing it in Harvey? 

DR G.G. JACOBS (Eyre � Minister for Water) [10.02 am]: I thank the member for the grievance. I should 
say at the outset that I appreciate the member�s concerns. His campaign has been a long one. As he said in his 
grievance, his campaign goes back to the time of the previous Minister for the Environment, Mr David 
Templeman. However, I would like to define some of the terms and warn people about using emotive language 
that is not backed by science. We often hear the terms �dumping�, �raw sewage� and �sludge�. With respect to 
the member, we must stick to the science that we have. 

The biosolid product is not wet, but a stabilised, nutrient-rich, organic, solid residue from waste water treatment 
plants. It is an environmental and sustainable alternative to commercial mineral fertilisers. Yes, the product is 
produced by the Water Corporation, and it is used in this case to enhance the soil for agriculture. It is also 
important to delineate the site. In his communications with me, the member often refers to Lake Clifton, Myalup 
and Harvey. However, we are talking about the biosolid beneficial use program, which uses a biosolid cake from 
Woodman Point and Beenyup waste water treatment plants and which is applied to 123 hectares in the pine 
plantation referred to, as part of the Forest Products Commission fertilising program over the winter months.  

The ACTING SPEAKER (Mr P.B. Watson): Order! I notice that the minister is on his feet but I cannot hear 
him talk. The Leader of the House and the manager of opposition business are having a running battle. If they 
want to do that, would they please take it outside. 
Dr G.G. JACOBS: Thank you, Mr Acting Speaker. The member for Murray-Wellington intimated that all these 
processes are being shortcut.  
Mr Acting Speaker, I find it very difficult to talk over the conversations that are going on immediately before 
me.  
The ACTING SPEAKER: I have just said that if members want to discuss anything, they should go outside. 
This is a debating chamber, not a fighting chamber. 
Dr G.G. JACOBS: Thank you, Mr Acting Speaker. I believe this is important. We must define what we are 
talking about. I want to reassure the house that we do go through the processes of environmental health and 
public health, involving both the Department of Health and the Department of Environment and Conservation. 
The Department of Environment and Conservation approved this operation, which has a particular licence 
number, which I will not read, following the review of detailed documentation by both the Department of 
Environment and Conservation and the Department of Health.  
The ACTING SPEAKER: Order, members! 
Dr G.G. JACOBS: They are referred to as Water Corporation issues. Each year the Water Corporation engages 
with the Department of Environment and Conservation and the Department of Health on the proposed 
application sites, with particular emphasis on addressing any community health and environmental concerns. All 
sites are licensed for the land application of biosolids. This is not the only place in the world where this is done. 
From a community aspect, we all do those natural, human things that we do. We need to use those waste water 
and waste products�in this case a waste solid product. I will quote from �The use of biosolids from wastewater 
treatment plants in agriculture�. I will read a short paragraph about why biosolids should be utilised for 
agriculture � 
The idea of feeding valuable organic matter, primarily nitrogen and phosphorus, back into a natural cycle forms 
the basis of using � 
Biosolids � 

� in agriculture. One of the positive side-effects is the protection of natural resources, especially 
phosphorus � 
Additionally, cost calculations have shown that using � 

Biosolids in agriculture have proved to be an economically and safe alternative use of biosolid disposal. 

The last time that I looked, we were not eating pinewood. We are not putting this on lettuces. As I have shown, a 
process is gone through to select the sites very carefully. 

The ACTING SPEAKER: Order, members! 

Dr G.G. JACOBS: The member talked about this stuff arriving in trucks and just being thrown around, as 
though people were throwing it around like a man with no arms. The guidelines, among other characteristics and 
categories, are for storage, spreading, signage and vector control.  
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The member also presented a petition that refers to all the concerns that his community has about biosolids 
leaking into groundwater and surface water sources. Studies have shown that nutrients available in the soil from 
biosolids are taken up by the pines over a period of years; thus the nutrients do not impact on groundwater and 
surface water sources. 

Mr M.J. Cowper: What about Kings Park? 

Dr G.G. JACOBS: The reason it does not go into places such as Kings Park is that these are conservation sites. 
The selection of sites has specific criteria. I believe that this is a good use of a natural biosolid fertiliser in 
agriculture. 
 


